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A MESSAGE FROM THE TEAM
It is an exciting time to be part of the community
at Accord Sixth. It is an incredibly dynamic place
and opportunities for academic, social, personal
and ‘growth’ experiences abound. We are ﬁercely
proud of our record in oﬀering ﬁrst class academic
support to students, coupled with a friendly and
welcoming environment.
In short, we think we are ideally placed to help you
make the best of these Post 16 years.
The college beneﬁts from the resources and
teaching expertise of the wider academy, while
enjoying a base exclusively reserved for Post 16
students. This blend of familiarity and new
adventure makes the sixth form a popular choice
with many of our Ossett Academy students - as well
as those from other establishments across three
Local Authorities.
Accord Sixth provides students with a healthy mix of
guided teaching sessions and supported study,
which put students on the road to independence,
making them successful students of either A Levels
or Level 3 Vocational qualiﬁcations.
Our pathways to progression oﬀer students a
personalised programme of study, which,

underpinned by our excellent Careers Education,
Advice and Guidance, leads students towards their
preferred destinations on leaving.
The ethos in the campus is something we are
particularly proud of. Students are challenged to
meet the tough academic standards required of Post
16 study, alongside a backdrop of stable comfort
and support which helps them to develop socially
and culturally. Our Personal Progress Tutors (PPTs)
are specialists in Post 16 education and they meet
regularly with their students, as groups and as
individuals. As well as helping with personal skills,
such as organisation and prioritising, they are on
hand to oﬀer support with meeting targets,
addressing barriers to learning - and as a friendly
and familiar face when it is required.
In all, we believe we are providing a pleasant yet
competitive environment for learning. We look
forward to being able to introduce you to our
facilities in the very near future.
We look forward to welcoming parents, carers and
students to our Open Evening, however to ﬁnd out
more about Accord Sixth prior to this, please visit
the following virtual open evening site.
www.exploreaccordsixth.org
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Students are given
individual support to
complement their strengths.

OUR COLLEGE
Views and information on what Accord Sixth has to oﬀer

A STUDENT’S VIEW
I’ve currently ﬁnished my ﬁrst year at Accord Sixth Form and have enjoyed every moment.
When deciding on a further educational provider, there are many options and at times this can be a
challenging decision for a student to make. Accord Sixth Form was clearly the right choice for me. I didn’t want
to feel like I was simply a number or a set of results on a piece of paper – I wanted to feel like an individual.
Accord Sixth Form met my expectations, with its family feel and supportive nature.
Once I decided to attend Accord Sixth Form I quickly chose the subjects that I wanted to study. After enjoying
Spanish at GCSE, I chose to study this further at A Level. I wanted to learn more about Spanish culture and
advance my Spanish speaking skills. I have found the course extremely interesting and challenging compared
to GCSEs. I also chose to study English Literature – a massive passion of mine, especially being a self-confessed
‘book worm’. The course has allowed me to become much more analytical and allowed me to study novels,
such as ‘Wuthering Heights’ and ‘A Thousand Splendid Suns’. My third and ﬁnal subject choice was
Psychology. I ﬁnd the human mind incredibly interesting and this course deﬁnitely expanded my knowledge.
In the future, after leaving Accord Sixth, I’m hoping to study at a Russell Group University – preferably
Cambridge. I would really like to study Human, Social and Political Sciences. Whilst studying at Accord Sixth
Form I have had the opportunity to attend two conferences designed to help me reach my destinations. Both
the Pixl 6 conference and the conference provided by Oxbridge gave me additional information and
understanding to aid me in my journey.
Accord Sixth is a completely student orientated sixth form. You really feel part of a family here. The support
provided is fantastic and incredibly individual. Support and guidance is there for you every step of the way, no
matter how big or small. With many big decisions facing students these days, Accord Sixth’s staﬀ provide their
time and guidance whenever it is needed.
I have thoroughly enjoyed my ﬁrst year at Accord Sixth Form College, I can truly say that you will be made to
feel part of a community where you are given the opportunity to thrive on both an academic and personal
level.

Maddie Dickinson Brown
Successful Cambridge Applicant

05

OUR SON HAS RECEIVED A
WEALTH OF SUPPORT AND
GUIDANCE THROUGHOUT
HIS STUDIES

WHAT OUR PARENTS SAY
During Year 12 our son has received a wealth of support and guidance throughout his studies to enable him to
progress positively. We've seen how hard the jump from GCSE to A level is and the amount of work that is
needed to be put in. The journey through Sixth Form has been made easier by the incredible support of staﬀ,
in particular around his progression into Year 13 and regarding his future career options.
He has been given fantastic opportunities to attend university open and taster days speciﬁc to the subjects
and career path he wishes to take, which has provided added motivation for him to succeed. As parents we
found the HE Unique Fair an invaluable source of information, particularly around the
UCAS application process and all aspects of ﬁnance available to both students and
parents. It was encouraging to see such a wide and varied selection of universities
taking part in the event.

Mr and Mrs McKinlay
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CAREERS

INFORMATION & GUIDANCE
In terms of supporting life after Accord Sixth, there are a number of programmes we run to ensure our
students can compete in whichever progression route suits them.

Apprenticeships
All staff at Accord
Sixth provided me
with incredible
support, especially
with my personal
statement, which is
something I really
struggled with.
Harry
Successful Oxbridge
Applicant

As part of the Employment and Apprenticeship program, students attend
workshops with local, national and international employers. Visitors join us to give
information on the diﬀerent organisational sectors and share apprenticeship and
employment vacancies they have to oﬀer. Recently, British Gas delivered a
workshop about their meter ﬁtting program and gave the students a realistic
taste of what it would be like to work for them. Students discovered they could
be earning over £18,000 and have a company van within months of being on the
training program. The visits helped students to shape their CVs and to make
them job and interview ready.
Employers visiting the academy are able to give up to date advice based on the
current jobs market and can inform on technological changes to professions,
helping students to make the right choices.

Each year, we host more than 25 universities, who come into college one
summer evening to speak to students and their parents about the diﬀerent
facilities and opportunities on oﬀer at various HE providers across the
country. These institutions vary from the most prestigious providers of
research-based degree courses, to those providing more trade-based
solutions to career entry. The event provides parents with several
opportunities: ﬁrstly, they get to speak to the universities directly, asking
questions about entry processes, accommodation, admissions and any
number of issues related to course content and employability rates of
those leaving universities. A number of keynote speakers also address
parents, giving them current information on how the UCAS process works
and student ﬁnance. There is also a tutorial on UNIFROG, a careers
package designed to help sixth form students navigate their way through
the choices available in Higher Education. In short, this event is engineered
to help parents support our students in their next steps.

Unifrog
Unifrog is an interactive careers platform used across both year groups at
Accord 6th Form College to support students’ transition into Higher
Education or Apprenticeships when they leave us.
Students explore what’s involved in a wide variety of careers through the
interactive job proﬁle pages, as well as being able to create an individualised
careers plan to compare universities and apprenticeships. They are also able
to sign up for MOOCS which enable students to make informed decisions
about what subjects to study at University and test their suitability.
They can also compare every US University, every undergraduate programme
taught in English in Europe, as well as opportunities in Canada, Australia and
New Zealand. There is also detailed information to support students aiming
to apply to Russell Group univeristies and Oxbridge.
Unifrog enables students to have one centralised place to collate all the
materials needed for their UCAS/job applications and access invaluable
support materials to make a successful application for University,
Employment or Apprenticeship.
Parents/carers are key to all of our students progression and also have access
to the site to provide invaluable support and also ensuring the most
appropriate progression pathway is chosen.

Visit
www.unifrog.org

Unifrog has enabled
me to research a wide
variety of University
courses, allowing me
to make a well
informed decision on
my future. With the
help of Unifrog I am
now studying English
Literature at York
Univeristy
Richelle
Former Student
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YOUR PPT - SUPPORTING YOU ALL THE WAY
We appreciate that the change from Year 11 to Year 12 can feel like a big step for many students and our
focus is on making sure you get the best possible start and that you are fully supported through the whole of
your sixth form journey. Whether you are moving up from Year 11 at Ossett Academy, or joining the college
from another school, you will ﬁnd yourself in an unfamiliar environment, with a very diﬀerent study
programme to that which you experienced at GCSE.
Your Personal Progress Tutor (PPT) will help you make a smooth transition and will be on hand to support you
throughout your college life. Your PPT will help you tackle the challenges ahead, give you advice on study
skills and managing your time so that you learn to eﬀectively prioritise and organise your college work and
other personal commitments. You will meet with them on a weekly basis for a group tutorial session, but you
will also meet on an individual level for frequent one-to-one appraisals, where you will discuss many aspects
of your life in college including your progress, future aspirations and social development. Your PPT will
deﬁnitely challenge you to meet the high standards that we hope all our students will set themselves, but they
will also be there to provide the scaﬀolding and support structures that you may need along the way.
We aim to stretch and challenge our students through high quality teaching and learning, ensuring students
are given every opportunity to produce outstanding achievements. Although applying for the top universities
in the UK is the aim of many students, we do, of course, recognise that this may not be a route for everyone
and we therefore also ensure full support for those students who are seeking an apprenticeship or
employment at the end of their time with us.

There really is a sense of ‘family’
here. You get the support, the
freedom and the opportunities...
You're not just a number.

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES
At Accord Sixth, we strive to furnish students with excellence in academia - but also with the opportunities
to add other, non-academic skills, experiences and achievements to personal statements or CVs.
Our enrichment programme is diverse and varied and we have, in the past, been able to oﬀer other, more
bespoke opportunities to students if they ask for them.

Enrichment opportunities include:

– FIRST AID

– MUSIC

– CHARITY EVENTS/ TRIPS

– EPQ

– SPORT

– FOOTBALL ACADEMY

– FITNESS

– PHOTOGRAPHY

– DEBATING

– DUKE OF EDINBURGH

– INSPIRING EXCELLENCE
PROGRAMME
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ACCORD SIXTH FORM
FOOTBALL ACADEMY
Students choosing to further their study at the
Accord Sixth Form can now represent the school
by playing for the Accord Sixth’s new Football
Academy. The programme has been designed to
oﬀer Post 16 students an opportunity to
combine their love of football with their
academic studies. This is a new and exciting
opportunity that will not only oﬀer students the
chance to play football alongside their subjects
but will also oﬀer a wide range of enrichment
opportunities.

WHAT WILL THE
PROGRAMME INCLUDE?
As a member of the Accord Sixth Form College
and The Football Education Programme you will
have access to all Post 16 opportunities alongside
speciﬁc football opportunities such as:
• Ability to study a combination of either A-Levels
or BTECs
• Coaching sessions led by the Football Academy
lead
• Coaching sessions led by an ex-Premier League
footballer
• Football analysis sessions
• Educational visits to a wide range of Universities
• Enrichment opportunities
• Opportunity to play in the AoC Colleges League
and ESFA National Cup

• Speciﬁc Football Education Mentor
• Access to assist in coaching Ossett Academy
football teams and potential to gain coaching
qualiﬁcations
• Chances to referee Ossett Academy football
matches
• Opportunity to be scouted

PLAYING
OPPORTUNITIES
The team will play in the AOC Football League
and the ESFA National Cup. Both represent a high
standard of football and will enable students to
test their skills against some of the best college
teams in the country. To prepare for matches in
the best way possible students will train several
times a week and have dedicated sessions on
their timetable.

ENRICHMENT
OPPORTUNITIES
All Football Education Programme students will
be oﬀered the opportunity to develop their
coaching expertise as part of the programme and
gain coaching awards along the way. Alongside
the coaching and playing aspects of the Football
Education Programme, students will be oﬀered
opportunities to take part in a wide range of
Enrichment Opportunities such as trips to
professional games and sport speciﬁc University
trips.
For further information please visit:
www.exploreaccordsixth.org/home/football-ed
ucation-programme

THE

PROGRAMME
at Accord Sixth Form College

Mr Bull
Football Education Programme Leader
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WHAT IS THE INSPIRING
EXCELLENCE PROGRAMME?
Inspiring Excellence is a programme which supports students who have the ability, desire and aspiration
to apply to the Russell Group Universities - the most prestigious universities in the UK. Entry to these
universities is very competitive, and whilst high grades are extremely important, this is only one factor to
consider. Our Inspiring Excellence programme is designed to give students the knowledge and skills to
make informed decisions about the best courses for them, as well as supporting them through their
learning journey and the whole university application process.

WHO IS IT FOR?
The Inspiring Excellence Programme is aimed at students who achieve high grades at GCSE, typically 7, 8
and 9 across all of their subjects, therefore indicating the ability to achieve highly in Level 3 qualiﬁcations.

WHAT DOES THE PROGRAMME OFFER?
Students will be oﬀered tailored support such as:
- EPQ (Extended Project Qualiﬁcation)
- MOOCs (Massive Open Online Courses)
- The HE+ Programme
- The Oxbridge Conference
- Trips and residential visits to Russell Group universities
- Summer School opportunities
- The Linacre Institute
- Peer and Academic Mentoring
- Advice and guidance on applying to university and the use of a
bespoke on-line platform
- Preparation for interviews
- Support with arranging work experience or voluntary work required
for some university applications.
For further information please visit:
www.exploreaccordsixth.org/home/inspiring-excellence-programme
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WHAT CAN I STUDY?
We oﬀer a variety of diﬀerent programmes of study to suit your needs. All students must complete a
programme of study that is equivalent to 600 guided learning hours. This must include; as a minimum, the
equivalent of 3 A-Level subjects. Therefore, you can select one of the following programmes of study;

01

A Level Pathway

02

Mixed Pathway

03

BTEC/CTEC Pathway

You can select a minimum of three A-Level subjects. Some students may choose
to study four A-Levels.

This includes combining A-Level and BTEC/CTEC qualiﬁcations to complete the
equivalent of three A-levels.

This includes completing either three individual BTEC/CTEC courses that combine
to the equivalency of three A-Levels or one full time BTEC Extended Diploma
qualiﬁcation which is worth three A-Levels.

EPQ
Students may also chose to study an EPQ alongside their subject choices. If students wish to study an EPQ
this can be discussed during the enrolment interview.

English and Maths GCSE components
We are a Level 3 provider of Post 16 education, which means that the only Level 2 (GCSE) courses we run are
re-sits in English and Maths.
Students who do not achieve a grade 5 in English or Maths may be asked to re-take the qualiﬁcation. This is to
ensure that students have the right academic background to be accepted on to university courses or
employment – now or in the future.

A Levels are so different from
GCSEs; it's such a massive step
up! The teachers here understand
the pressures of making that jump
and give you the backing you need
to adjust.

OUR COURSES
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FACULTY OF ART

A LEVEL

& DESIGN

FINE ART

Course Content

Assessment

In the Visual Arts Department we aim to provide and portray a lively,
challenging and happy environment in which students can learn and
explore, breaking new boundaries. Students will learn how to convey
and interpret ideas, feelings and observations into art work and record
experiences, in visual form, through a variety of media. They will
develop theoretical knowledge and understanding of relevant
materials, processes, technologies and resources and experience wet
and dry materials, including oil paints, printing, photography as well as
mixed media and work.

Assessment is through a combination
of coursework, portfolio work and an
externally assessed assignment.

Why Study Fine Art?
The personal attributes and skills that you develop whilst studying Art
and Design based subjects are vast. As students push themselves to
explore unfamiliar techniques and materials, they will develop the
tenacity required to problem solve at higher levels. They will become
independent in their thinking and resilient in their attitudes. By
analysing and researching the work of other practitioners students
develop lifelong skills that are transferable into any career path.
Hear ﬁrst hand from Accord Sixth students on why they chose their
courses. https://youtu.be/mMyfJZWIEX0

Component 1 is a Personal
Investigation, worth 60% of the full A
Level, which is made up of a work
journal, coursework, ﬁnal pieces and a
1000-3000 word study. Non-exam
assessment (NEA) set and marked by
the centre and moderated by AQA
during a visit to the centre.

Entry Requirements
5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above.
Students must have achieved grade 5
or above in Maths and English. Entry
subject to portfolio review.

FACULTY OF ART

A LEVEL

& DESIGN

PHOTOGRAPHY

Course Content

Assessment

Students will have educational visits to various locations enabling
exploration of diﬀerent ideas and generating a variety of images
from a given starting point. We try to provide a varied range of
locations which will allow the trying and testing of techniques
outside the college environment. Practical and theoretical
knowledge and understanding of relevant techniques and
processes will be common strands of the course. Discussion of
ideas, exploring possibilities and evaluating progress will be a
regular feature of learning. Students will be asked to produce a
body of work that not only means something to them but
demonstrates full understanding of the processes and practices of
photography and ﬁlm to communicate ideas, thoughts and
feelings. We will encourage students to ﬁnd an independent and
relevant style that allows them to express themselves.

Component 1 is a personal investigation,
worth 60% of the ﬁnal grade. Students will
produce a portfolio of work.

Why Study Photography?
Photography is a great subject through which to develop
independent learning and encourage creative ﬂare. Students
develop technical skills and understanding of how to manipulate
images through computer software. Students often ﬁnd the skills
that they learn are transferable across other A level subjects.
Understanding how to analyse and research relevant material are
two of the key skills that not only transferable, but lifelong skills.

Component 2 is an externally set
assignment by the exam board and takes
the form of a question with a theme to
explore. Past exam themes have included:
the weird and wonderful, reﬂections and
the eﬀects of light. This is worth 40% of
the ﬁnal mark. A 1000-3000 word essay
will from part of the assessment criteria.
Non-exam assessment (NEA) set and
marked by the centre and moderated by
AQA during a visit to the centre.
Work will be celebrated in an end of year
Exhibition.

Entry Requirements
5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above. Students
must have achieved grade 5 or above in
Maths and English. Entry subject to
portfolio review.

Hear ﬁrst hand from Accord Sixth students on why they chose
their courses. https://youtu.be/pD9y2Nacmf8
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FACULTY OF ART

A LEVEL

& DESIGN

TEXTILES

Course Content

Assessment

During your two years, students learn how to convey and
interpret ideas, feelings and observations into textile work and
record experiences, mainly in visual form. They will also develop
theoretical knowledge and understanding of relevant materials,
processes, technologies and resources alongside studying the
work of historical and contemporary Textile and Art practitioners.
We like to take students out of their comfort zones to discover
new experiences, whilst at the same time being guided and
supported. Part of the course involves exploring ideas, discussing
and evaluating images, using understanding to develop and realise
potential through textile work. We also encourage students to
participate in all aspects of Textiles such as combined visits to
galleries, museums and exhibitions.

Students produce a portfolio of work for
coursework in Component 1 which is a
Personal Investigation, while Component 2
is an externally set assignment.

Why Study Textiles?
The personal attributes and skills that you develop whilst studying
Textiles are vast. As students explore unfamiliar techniques and
materials, they develop the tenacity required to problem solve at
higher levels. The intricate hand eye coordination and ﬂair for
design and experimentation with fabric and with numerous
materials demonstrates dexterity and adaptability – as well as an
eye for detail. Analysing and researching the work of other
practitioners’ helps students develop lifelong skills that are
transferable into any career path.
Hear ﬁrst hand from Accord Sixth students on why they chose
their courses. https://youtu.be/FfJ6uV__CeY

Entry Requirements
5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above. Students
must have achieved grade 5 or above in
Maths and English. Entry subject to
portfolio review.

FACULTY OF BICTE

A LEVEL

BUSINESS

Course Content

Assessment

Business is a dynamic subject in which students will learn about the
diverse nature of business enterprise and the interdependence of
component parts of the business world. They will explore business
success and failure, local, national and global markets, and how
businesses adapt and respond strategically to changing environments.
This constant evolutionary process makes business a fascinating subject.

The course is 100%
examination and is assessed
through three exam papers at
the end of Year 13.

Why Study Business?
Business is a highly respected qualiﬁcation, valued by universities and
employers. Whether you see yourself as part of a multi-national
successful business, or the next Richard Branson – Business Studies can
help. Students will also learn valuable, transferable skills such as
identifying and solving problems, team work and planning.
Hear ﬁrst hand from Accord Sixth students on why they chose their
courses.
https://youtu.be/c8u4b-jv7O0

A LEVEL

Entry Requirements
5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above.
Students must have achieved
grade 5 or above in Maths and
English. Students do not have
to have studied Business
Studies before. However, if
students have taken the subject
at GCSE, they must have
achieved at least a 5 grade.

COMPUTER SCIENCE

Course Content

Assessment

A Level Computer Science places emphasis on computational thinking,
problem-solving and programming ability. Students will have the
opportunity to program (Visual Studio) in a range of languages including:
Python, C#, HTML & JavaScript. Students will also study the theoretical
side of computing. The course is split across two units and one project.

Students sit two exams at the
end of year 13. Each lasts for
two hours thirty minutes and,
combined, they will represent
80% of the marks awarded for
the qualiﬁcation. The remaining
20% comes from an internally
assessed individual project
(course work).

Why Study Computer Science?
Computer Science gives you a sound understanding of computing theory
and develops students’ programming and logical thinking skills, plus, it
enhances analytical and problem solving skills, helping students to solve
and overcome problems logically and eﬃciently.
Hear ﬁrst hand from Accord Sixth students on why they chose their
courses. https://youtu.be/hZ6KsXjCSE0

Entry Requirements
5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above.
Students must have achieved
grade 6 or above in Maths and
a 5 in English. A grade 7 if
studied at GCSE.
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FACULTY OF BICTE

A LEVEL

ECONOMICS

Course Content

Assessment

The course covers micro economics including (but not restricted to):
supply and demand, consumer behaviour, market behaviours, labour
markets and the distribution of wealth. It also examines macroeconomics
such as: exchange rates, unemployment, inﬂation and ﬁscal policy. In
short, the topic covers aspects of commerce and ﬁnance on every level.

The course follows the AQA
speciﬁcation and is taught over 2
years. Assessment is all external and
consists of 3 equally weighted
exams. Each exam is 2 hours in total
and carries a maximum mark of 80.

Why Study Economics?
Economics gives students the knowledge and understanding to form and
justify opinions on current aﬀairs including topics such as smoking and
alcohol laws, congestion, the NHS, deforestation, the treatment of the
unemployed, the UK’s relationship with the EU, the Credit Crunch and
austerity to name but a few. Economics will develop students’ ability to
analyse problems and evaluate solutions. These skills are readily
transferable to other subject areas and job roles.
Hear ﬁrst hand from Accord Sixth students on why they chose their
courses. https://youtu.be/iQIgF5tE5oY

Entry Requirements
5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above.
Students must have achieved grade
6 or above in Maths and a 5 in
English. A grade 6 if studied at
GCSE.

FACULTY OF BICTE

A LEVEL

MEDIA

Course Content

Assessment

A-Level Media Studies engages students in the in depth study of media
products in relation to the four areas of the theoretical framework:
• Media Language
• Media Representation
• Media Audience
• Media Industries

There are two 2 hour written exam
papers at the end of Year 13, each
contributing 35% towards the
overall qualiﬁcation, with a
non-examination assessment
(coursework element) accounting for
the ﬁnal 30%. Paper One includes a
range of questions relating to an
unseen source and Close Study
Products (CSPs), together with two
essay questions. Paper Two focuses
on the in-depth media forms of
television, magazine and online,
social and participatory media/video
games and includes one medium
length unseen analysis question and
three essay questions. The NEA is
assessed by teachers and
moderated by AQA and is based
around a choice of six annually
changing briefs set by AQA.
Students produce a statement of
intent and a cross-media production
made for an intended audience.

Students are required to study media products from a variety of forms:
• Television
• Film (Industry)
• Radio
• Newspapers
• Magazines
• Advertising and Marketing
• Online, Social and Participatory Media
• Video Games
• Music Video
Students will apply the theoretical framework to a set of Close Study
Products (CSPs), provided by the exam board which will allow students
to gain an understanding of the contexts of the media, produce
extended and synoptic responses. Through the Non Exam Assessment
unit (NEA) students will gain practical production skills developing a
cross-media production for a speciﬁc audience, following a brief.

Why Study Media?
Media Studies is a valuable qualiﬁcation that focuses on real media forms
such as magazines, vlogs, radio, television and advertising & marketing
(amongst others). It teaches students how to ‘read’ the media in order to
understand how information is being controlled and communicated. By
knowing how the media operates, students are able to decode messages
more skilfully.

Entry Requirements
5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above.
Students must have achieved grade
5 or above in Maths and English.
Students do not have to have
studied Media Studies before.

The media is likely to continue its growth and will be a major element of
twenty ﬁrst century life. The practise of production gives students the
chance to develop a real understanding of media platforms, the
contemporary and historic media landscape and the inﬂuential role of
the media in society.
A wide range of transferable skills can also be harnessed through the
study of the media, such as: research skills, communication skills,
team-working, time management, critical thinking, project management,
independence and self-motivation.
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FACULTY OF HUMANITIES

A LEVEL

HISTORY

Course Content

Assessment

Students will cover the American Dream, South African Rainbow Nation
and Yorkists, Lancastrians and Henry VII. Ultimately, they will learn how to
construct an analytical historical argument and will assess the views of
contemporaries, in order to reach independent judgements about some of
the most fundamental periods of English, European and World History. A
signiﬁcant aspect of this course will involve students looking in detail at the
interpretations of historians and critically evaluating the opinions of the
experts.

Paper 1: In search of the American
Dream, the USA 1917-96

The Non-exam Topic Based Essay requires students to research the
diﬀerent interpretations on the origins of the Cold War. They then research
and construct their own essay. This element of the course mimics the type
of task that undergraduates are often asked to complete.

Why Study History?
The type of skills that are developed as part of a history course are
incredibly useful for the workplace. Students have to interpret information,
communicate complex ideas, solve problems, learn to research and evaluate
evidence. They also have to be able to argue a point based on solid
information that has been carefully selected. History is seen by Russell
Group universities as a facilitating subject, which is clear evidence of the
value of a Post-16 qualiﬁcation in History.

Paper 2: South Africa Rainbow
Nation, 1948-94
Paper 3: Yorkists, Lancastrians and
Henry VII 1399 -1509
Coursework: 3,000-4,000 word
essay on historical interpretations

Entry Requirements
5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above.
Students must have achieved
grade 5 in Maths and a 6 in
English. A grade 6 or higher in
History if studied at GCSE.
Hear ﬁrst hand from Accord Sixth
students on why they chose their
courses.
https://youtu.be/_am99sXawtE

FACULTY OF HUMANITIES

A LEVEL

GEOGRAPHY

Course Content

Assessment

This course addresses the more modern elements of geographical thinking
and is rooted in researching and monitoring the events, patterns and
phenomena aﬀecting the world as we know it. Topics include glacial
systems and landscapes, global systems and governance, geographical
hazards and threats, plate tectonics, weather and climate, development and
globalisation and contemporary conﬂict and change.

Students will sit two written
exams, each two and a half hours
long and each worth 40% of the
A Level (120 marks). In addition,
students will complete an
Individual Investigation of
3000-4000 words (60 marks,
20% of the A Level), which must
include data collected in the ﬁeld.
This will be marked by teachers,
moderated by AQA and
completed towards the end of
Year 12.

Why Study Geography?
With a broad range of topics, which address current global trends and
signiﬁcant environmental and global issues, this subject oﬀers candidates
an opportunity to develop a real understanding of global perspectives,
decision making and nature at large. This is useful for anyone interested in
the sciences, politics, economics or even travel and tourism. Our ﬁeldwork
requires students to undertake real life geographical research and will
reward students with skills in presenting data and drawing logical,
principled and scientiﬁc conclusions.
Hear ﬁrst hand from Accord Sixth students on why they chose their
courses. https://youtu.be/vGEWG4jBqjQ

Entry Requirements
5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above.
Students must have achieved
grade 5 in Maths and a 5 in
English. A grade 5 if studied at
GCSE.
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FACULTY OF LANGUAGES

A LEVEL

& LITERATURE

SPANISH

Course Content

Assessment

The A-level Spanish speciﬁcation builds on the knowledge, understanding and
skills gained at GCSE. It constitutes an integrated study with a focus on
language, culture and society. It fosters a range of transferable skills including
communication, critical thinking, research skills and creativity, which are
valuable to the individual and society. Students will focus on how
Spanish-speaking society has been shaped socially and culturally and how it
continues to change. In the ﬁrst year, aspects of the social context are studied,
together with aspects of the artistic life of Spanish-speaking countries. In the
second year further aspects of the social background are covered, this time
focusing on matters associated with multiculturalism. Students study aspects
of the political landscape including the future of political life in the Hispanic
world by focusing on young people and their political engagement. Students
will also study both a ﬁlm and a novel which, feedback from students tells us,
are particularly interesting aspects of the course. There is a bigger focus on
grammar at A Level than at GCSE and this encourages students to
communicate with greater independence and accuracy as well as facilitating a
general understanding of how languages work, including English.

Students are assessed in
listening, reading and
translation (50%), writing
(20%) and speaking (30%). All
examinations will take place at
the end of Year 13.

Why Study Spanish?
Spanish is one of the most widely spoken languages in the world and is
becoming increasingly important as countries in Latin America continue to play
a larger role in international aﬀairs. Young people with language qualiﬁcations
will also become increasingly desirable in the British workforce in a post-Brexit
Europe. An A Level qualiﬁcation in Spanish can lead to a variety of university
courses and excellent, diverse career opportunities. Spanish has been
designated a ‘facilitating subject’ by the Russell Group, which means it opens
doors to a wide range of higher education courses, even if it is not studied
directly at university. Studying languages at A Level also cultivates a range of
transferable skills including communication, critical thinking, research skills and
creativity, which are invaluable to students wishing to go on to higher
education or employment.

Entry Requirements
5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above.
Students must have achieved
grade 5 or above in Maths and
English. Students must have
studied Spanish at GCSE level
and gained at least a 5 grade.

FACULTY OF LANGUAGES

A LEVEL

& LITERATURE

FRENCH

Course Content

Assessment

The A-level French speciﬁcation builds on the knowledge, understanding and
skills gained at GCSE. It constitutes an integrated study with a focus on
language, culture and society. It fosters a range of transferable skills including
communication, critical thinking, research skills and creativity, which are
valuable to the individual and society. Students will focus on how
French-speaking society has been shaped, socially and culturally, and how it
continues to change. In the ﬁrst year, aspects of the social context are studied,
together with aspects of the artistic life of French-speaking countries. In the
second year further aspects of the social background are covered, this time
focusing on issues such as life for those on the margins of French-speaking
society as well as looking at the positive inﬂuences that diversity brings.
Students also study aspects of the political landscape in a French-speaking
country, looking at immigration from the political perspective and at the way in
which political power is expressed through action such as strikes and
demonstrations. They will look at teenagers and how the extent to which they
are politically engaged looks towards the future of political life in
French-speaking society. Students will also study both a ﬁlm and a novel
which, feedback from students tells us, are particularly interesting aspects of
the course. There is a bigger focus on grammar at A Level than at GCSE and
this encourages students to communicate with greater independence and
accuracy as well as facilitating a general understanding of how languages work,
including English.

Students are assessed in
listening, reading and
translation (50%), writing
(20%) and speaking (30%). All
examinations will take place at
the end of Year 13.

Entry Requirements
5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above.
Students must have achieved
grade 5 or above in maths and
English. Students must have
studied French at GCSE and
achieved at least a grade 5.

Why Study French?
French is spoken in over 40 countries worldwide and is one of the two oﬃcial
languages of the European Union. Young people with language qualiﬁcations
will also become increasingly desirable in the British workforce in a post-Brexit
Europe. An A Level qualiﬁcation in French can lead to excellent career
opportunities and undergraduate degrees in many disciplines. French has been
designated a ‘facilitating subject’ by the Russell Group, which means it opens
doors to a wide range of higher education courses, even if it is not studied
directly at university. Studying languages at A Level also cultivates a range of
transferable skills including communication, critical thinking, research skills and
creativity, which are invaluable to students wishing to go on to higher
education or employment.
Hear ﬁrst hand from Accord Sixth students on why they chose their courses.
https://youtu.be/pDXJ7vdBdpU
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FACULTY OF LANGUAGES

A LEVEL

& LITERATURE

ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Course Content

Assessment

Have you ever thought about how we use language on a daily basis and how
language varies from person to person and place to place? If so, this course will
give you a fascinating insight into the language we tend to take for granted; it
is an exciting and thought-provoking course that will allow you to discover
more about language use in the world around you. The course is separated
into four areas: ‘Language Variation’, ‘Child Language’, ‘Crafting Language’ and
a ‘Language Investigation’. Under these areas, you will investigate a wide range
of texts and data, such as text messages, spoken language, texts written by
children and data collected about the way speciﬁc groups use language. The
course also enables you to be creative in your own use of language, with
opportunities to create your own texts, investigations and discursive essays.

Assessment is through two
pieces of coursework (20%)
and three exams totaling
(80%). Examinations take
place at the end of two years
of study.

Why Study English Language?
A good A Level in English Language is a valuable qualiﬁcation for many diﬀerent
career/degree paths – an understanding of language and communication is key
for any career that involves working with others or some use of writing skills,
the list of which is inﬁnite. It will also help you to become a more critical and
evaluative thinker, a skill which compliments many other subject options and
career/degree paths.
Students who study courses in English will be given opportunities, if available,
to visit lecture-style events at local universities with specialist linguists to
support their learning. We are also developing partnerships across other A
Level providers to oﬀer specialist workshops on particular aspects of the course.
Taking English Language at A Level opens up opportunities for enrichment
such as visits to local primary schools (studying how children develop their
written language) and visits from guest speakers, including forensic linguists
and university professors.
Hear ﬁrst hand from Accord Sixth students on why they chose their courses.
https://youtu.be/IHoXzl3Kh3Q

Entry Requirements
5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above.
Students must have achieved
grade 5 or above in English.

FACULTY OF LANGUAGES

A LEVEL

& LITERATURE

ENGLISH LITERATURE

Course Content

Assessment

Are you an avid reader? Do you love exploring the ideas, characters and
themes in plays, poems and novels? The A Level in English Literature is an
exciting and thought-provoking course which will give you the opportunity
to read, enjoy and explore a wide range of powerful and important texts. The
course is separated into three key areas – Drama, Prose and Poetry – to give
you the opportunity to explore a range of genres, styles and contexts,
including a Shakespeare play, modern poetry, and two fantastic novels.
During the A Level course, you will develop your ability to debate, evaluate
and analyse, and hone your communication skills. You will also be oﬀered
exciting enrichment opportunities, such as theatre trips, visits to the home of
the Brontes, and the chance to attend lectures by specialist speakers.

Assessment includes a
coursework essay which
comprises 20% of the ﬁnal
grade. Students will also sit
three exams, all of which are
open book. The Drama and
Poetry focused exams are
each worth 30% of the ﬁnal
grade, and the Prose focused
exam is worth 20% of the ﬁnal
grade.

Why Study English Literature?

Entry Requirements

Aside from being highly enjoyable, this A level is highly valued by universities,
being a facilitating subject. It will be a real asset when applying for a number
of diﬀerent University courses due to its critical, analytical and evaluative
nature. It will be particularly useful for any future career which involves
some measure of writing skills or communication.

Grade 6 or above in both
English Language and English
Literature.

Hear ﬁrst hand from Accord Sixth students on why they chose their courses.
https://youtu.be/BdxhI9MY05A
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FACULTY OF MATHEMATICS

A LEVEL

MATHEMATICS

Course Content

Assessment

Mathematics is intrinsically beautiful. Students who enjoy puzzles and
problem solving will relish the challenges of this course. The ancient arts of
algebra and trigonometry form a large part of what is studied, but students
will also learn about the more recent applied mathematics of Statistics and
Mechanics. Students continue to develop abilities in Algebra, Geometry
and Trigonometry as well as learning about new techniques and concepts.

A Level Mathematics is a two
year course with all exams taking
place at the end of the second
year. Students sit 3 papers, each
lasting for 2 hours and each
worth one third of the overall
grade. Papers 1 and 2 are
entirely pure mathematics, and
the third paper is combined
statistics and mechanics.

Why Study Mathematics?
Mathematics supports other A Level subjects: All the sciences use
mathematical techniques, and Psychology and Sociology use statistics.
Maths teaches logical thinking, vital when putting across a coherent logical
argument in any subject.
Many degree courses, including Computer Science, Physics, Accountancy,
Engineering and Economics can require A Level Mathematics. Geography,
Psychology and Sociology degrees all involve a large amount of
Mathematics, as do Sport Sciences, Biology, Chemistry, Earth Sciences and
Business and Management. Research by the LSE found that people with
mathematics A Level go on to earn about 10% more than their peers with
equivalent qualiﬁcations in diﬀerent subjects. Mathematical skills learned at
A Level, such as logical thinking, problem solving and statistical analysis,
may be closer to those actually used in the workplace than the skills
developed in other subjects. There is a huge shortage of mathematics
graduates, despite the huge earning potential in certain areas such as
Finance, Accountancy and Computing.

Entry Requirements
5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above.
Students must have achieved a
high grade 6 or above in Maths
and a 5 in English.
Hear ﬁrst hand from Accord
Sixth students on why they
chose their courses.
https://youtu.be/iO-VHTCssgM

FACULTY OF

A LEVEL

MATHEMATICS

FURTHER MATHEMATICS

Course Content

Assessment

Further Mathematics is a challenging qualiﬁcation and an opportunity to
develop the sophistication of your mathematical reasoning skills. Students
learn to appreciate the beauty of algebra by examining its applications at a
much deeper level. In addition, the course includes: imaginary numbers,
polar coordinates, and the more recent applications of Decision
Mathematics, Statistics and Mechanics.

A Level Further Mathematics is a
two year course with all
examinations taking place at the
end of the second year. Students
will sit four papers, each lasting
for 90 minutes and each worth
25% of the overall grade. Papers
1 and 2 are entirely pure
mathematics, the third and fourth
papers are the applied elements.

This is a combination course which takes up two A Level options. At the
end of the course candidates will have two distinct A levels. At the end of
Year 13, students will take seven examinations, three will make up the A
Level Mathematics qualiﬁcation, and four will make up the Further
Mathematics qualiﬁcation. A Level Further Mathematics is more complex
than A Level Mathematics, forming some of the content of the ﬁrst year of
a degree in Mathematics.

Why Study Further Mathematics

Entry Requirements
5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above.
Students must have achieved a
high grade 7 or above in Maths
and a 5 in English.

Studying Further Mathematics is a distinct advantage for those considering
studying Mathematics or related subjects at university. In addition, top
universities prefer or require it for mathematics-rich courses such as
Engineering, Computing, Chemistry, Accountancy, Economics and Physics.
Studying a qualiﬁcation in Further Mathematics demonstrates to potential
employers or educators that you have a distinct talent for the application of
number in many guises and implies a level of critical thinking and problem
solving that is advanced and well-rounded. If you enjoy problem-solving,
can use your own initiative, and are determined to persevere until you’ve
solved a challenging question, then you have the attitude to make a success
of A Level Further Mathematics.
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FACULTY OF SCIENCE

A LEVEL

PHYSICS

Course Content
The Year 12 course consists of four taught units: particles and radiation;
waves; mechanics and materials; electricity
In Year 13, students will go on to study: ﬁelds and further mechanics; ﬁelds
and their consequences; nuclear physics; optional module (e.g. astrophysics,
medical physics, turning points)

Why Study Physics?
Physics provides an excellent foundation for a wide range of courses in
Higher Education such as physics, astrophysics, engineering, forensic science,
medicine, computing and scientiﬁc journalism, in addition to being a highly
respected qualiﬁcation in its own right.
Physics graduates are highly sought after by many sectors of industry and
the government has launched initiatives to encourage interest and expertise
in this subject. In real terms, this means that the earning power of physics
graduates is signiﬁcantly enhanced. Many students who have completed the
A2 Physics course at Accord Sixth have progressed on to take physics,
medical or engineering courses at prestigious universities across the country
Hear ﬁrst hand from Accord Sixth students on why they chose their
courses. https://youtu.be/dR3myC4YXo8

A LEVEL

Assessment
Students will sit 3 written exam
papers which last 2 hours. Papers
1 and 2 cover speciﬁed content
from core units. Paper 3 examines
content from optional topics and
encompasses a compulsory
practical skills and data analysis
section. Success in twelve
practical experiments is required
for the award of AQA’s A2
practical endorsement, which is
recognised by all universities.

Entry Requirements
5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above.
Students must have achieved
grade 6 or above in Maths, 5 or
above in English and a 6 in
Physics or the Physics element of
Trilogy Science.

CHEMISTRY

Course Content

Assessment

Content is split into three teaching modules in Year 12: development of
practical skills in Chemistry; foundations in Chemistry; periodic table and
energy; core organic Chemistry. In Year 13, students will cover:
development of practical skills in Chemistry; physical Chemistry and
transition elements; organic Chemistry and analysis. These units demand an
element of problem solving, mathematical application and critical thinking.

Paper 1 lasts 2 hours 15 mins, is
worth 100 marks and comprises
37% of the total A level
Paper 2 lasts 2 hours 15 mins, is
worth 100 marks and comprises
37% of the total A level
Paper 3 is synoptic, lasts 1 hour
30 mins, is worth 70 marks and is
worth 26% of the total A level

Why Study Chemistry?
Chemistry is a fast moving and dynamic science. All of the teaching is in
modern, well-equipped laboratories, enabling much of the practical work to
be carried out on an individual or small group basis. In addition to the
formal teaching and practical sessions, there are opportunities for students
to arrange individual tuition with one of the full time teachers. The
speciﬁcation has been developed in consultation with the Royal Society of
Chemistry, GlaxoSmithKline and a large variety of teachers in OCR Centres
throughout the country. There is plenty of practical work and this is
integrated with the theoretical work.
Hear ﬁrst hand from Accord Sixth students on why they chose their
courses. https://youtu.be/2mZF1WTwh_0

Entry Requirements
5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above.
Students must have achieved
grade 6 or above in Maths, grade
5 or above in English Language
and grade 6 or above in
Chemistry (separates) or the
Chemistry component in
Combined Science.

FACULTY OF

A LEVEL

SCIENCE

BIOLOGY

Course Content
In the ﬁrst year, students will study four modules: biological molecules;
cells; organisms exchange substances with their environment; genetic
information, variation and relationships between organisms. Within each of
these modules, there are six required practical classes plus additional
practical sessions to enhance your understanding of the topics covered.
A further four modules will be studied in the second year: energy transfers
in and between organisms; organisms respond to changes in their internal
and external environment; genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems
and the control of gene expression.

Why Study Biology ?
Biology is a fast moving and dynamic science. In addition to traditional
classroom based activities, Biology involves supported independent
learning and practical hands-on experience. As one of the most popular A
Level subjects in the country, Biology attracts students studying a diverse
range of other courses. Many of our students choose a related degree
course such as medicine, neuroscience or physiotherapy. An A Level in
Biology evidences sound numeracy and literacy, so previous students have
also been accepted onto courses as diverse as criminology, accountancy
and civil engineering. Whatever ﬁeld you will eventually work in, you will
ﬁnd Biology a very rewarding and challenging course, which will develop
many of the skills essential for a successful career.

Assessment
The A Level will be assessed at
the end of the two-year course.
Students will sit three written
exam papers which last two
hours.
Students also receive a practical
endorsement (graded simply as
pass or fail), which appears on
the exam board certiﬁcate. This is
assessed by your teachers, during
the compulsory practical classes.

Entry Requirements
5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above.
Students must have achieved
grade 6 or above in Maths, 5 or
above in English and a 6 in
Biology or additional Science.
Hear ﬁrst hand from Accord
Sixth students on why they
chose their courses.
https://youtu.be/XSyZ_zjDhLo

33
29

FACULTY OF SOCIETY

A LEVEL

PSYCHOLOGY

Course Content

Assessment

The course takes a linear approach and is therefore studied over two years. It
consists of three papers that all contribute to our understanding of the world
in which we live.

Psychology has been through
reform, therefore students will
study it over a linear 2 year
period, they will then sit their
exams at the end of this time.
This will take the form of three
two hour papers.

Year 1: There are two papers covered in Year 1, paper 1 is introductory topics
in Psychology and aims to introduce students to the key concepts of
Psychology covering social inﬂuence, memory, attachment and
psychopathology. Students will learn concepts with Psychology examining
why we conform and obey, how our memory works and why people forget.
There will be a focus on eye witness testimony looking at the role of anxiety
and leading questions. Students will learn how we make attachments and
how these attachments can be aﬀected. The notion of normal versus
abnormality will be debated, looking at the diﬀerent approaches in
psychology that attempt to explain this. Alongside all of this students will
develop an awareness of research methods and how psychologists use this in
a practical way.
Year 2: There are ﬁve main topics to be covered in Year 2; issues and debates,
biopsychology, relationships, schizophrenia and forensic psychology.
Students will cover the debates that occur within Psychology and learn how
to apply these in an evaluative way. Biopsychology will require a scientiﬁc
overview of the brain, looking at how neurons and neurotransmitters work,
alongside the central nervous system and sleep patterns. Within the topic of
relationships students will explore why we form relationships and who with,
looking at mate selection and self-disclosure. We will also examine virtual
relationships and the role of social media, alongside parasocial relationships
which examines our obsession with celebrities and their relationships. In the
topic of schizophrenia we will look at diagnosis and classiﬁcation, as well as
the impact on society. Finally students will explore the notion of crime and
the issues psychologists have with criminal proﬁling. Students will also study
custodial sentences and the psychological eﬀects this can have on individuals.
Please note that this paper has optional units so the department may change
these options from time to time to reﬂect teaching expertise

Why Study Psychology?
Psychology is often a brand new subject for students with many simply
believing that it teaches us how to read minds, this is however of course not
the case. Psychology is for students who want to understand human
behaviour and the science behind the thoughts that we have. The main aim
of this course is to give students an understanding of how the human mind
works using scientiﬁc principles. Psychologists look at all aspects of behaviour
and thought in order to establish patterns and develop explanations.
Hear ﬁrst hand from Accord Sixth students on why they chose their
courses. https://youtu.be/96bnkNJGJCU

Entry Requirements
Due to the new changes that
have been introduced by the
government, Psychology
papers now must assess
mathematical ability and
accounts for 10% of the paper,
therefore a minimum of a 5 in
Maths is required. A 5 in
Science is also advised due to
the scientiﬁc nature of the
course.

The structure of
supported study
sessions - and having a
nice environment to
work in - allows me to
enjoy my time studying
at Accord Sixth.

FACULTY OF

A LEVEL

SOCIETY

SOCIOLOGY

Course Content

Assessment

The course takes a linear approach and is therefore studied over two years. It
consists of three papers that all contribute to our understanding of the world
in which we live.

At the end of the two years
students will sit three papers all
lasting 2 hours consisting of a
number of diﬀerent question
styles both short answers and
essays, all equally weighted at
80 marks per paper.

Year 1:
There are three units studied in Year 1, the ﬁrst being families and
households. This unit aims to look at the relationship between families and
households and the changes that they have been through over the past 100
years. It will explore the division of labour and domestic relationships that
take place in the home, alongside the role of childhood and key changes that
have occurred. Education is another key unit that is studied here, exploring
the reasons as to why certain groups do well or underachieve in education,
with speciﬁc focus on class, gender and ethnicity, exploring the internal and
external factors. There will also be a strong focus on social policy and how
this aﬀects the world of education. Finally in Year 12 research methods will
be explored, looking at the diﬀerent methods sociologists use, alongside key
pieces of research.

Entry Requirements
Due to the academic nature of
this subject students will be
expected to have 5 grade 5s
including a 5 in English.

Year 2:
There are again three units studied in Year 2, the ﬁrst being beliefs in society.
Here students will explore the relationship between religion and society and
the role it has in uniting people. There will also be a focus on cults and sects
and how they can impact on society, alongside the role of globalisation and
the impact of fundamentalism. Another key unit is crime and deviance;
students will explore the sociological theory explaining why crime occurs in
society. The notion of class, gender, age and ethnicity will also be examined
here, looking in particular at the stereotypical criminal and challenging that
concept. Finally theory and methods will be studied, looking at the
theoretical background of sociology. Key discussions will focus around the
debates that sociology can be a science, the value ladened nature of
sociology and the impact it has on social policy.

Why Study Sociology?
Sociology aims to open student’s eyes to the world that is often hidden from
view, challenging perceptions and encouraging students to question what they
see. It is also an essay based subject which therefore provides valuable
analytical skills that can be transferred to any degree.
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FACULTY OF SOCIETY

A LEVEL

LAW

Course Content

Assessment

In the ﬁrst year students will learn about how the law works and how the
law is made within England. Students will gain an understanding of the
court systems, legal personnel and how to access justice through legal
funding. Alongside that students will look at liability within Criminal law and
the rules of Tort. Criminal law includes criminal liability through a study of
oﬀences against the person, such as murder and manslaughter and
oﬀences against property such as theft and burglary. Within law making
and tort, students will cover how laws are made and interpreted including
the inﬂuence of EU law and look at liability in negligence, occupier’s liability
and remedies that are available to victims.

At the end of the 2 years,
students will sit 3 papers: each
lasts 2 hours and consists of both
short answers, essays and
scenario based questions. Exams
are equally weighted at 100
marks per paper.

In the second year students will cover the nature of law which looks at how
the law interacts with morality, justice, society and technology. Students
will need to consider the changing nature of law. As the option unit
students will cover human rights, including their nature, protection and
constitutional position under UK law. Students will devlop knowledge and
understanding of all the topic areas they cover and be able to apply their
legal knowledge to scenario-based situations.

Why Study Law?
The course aims to give students an overview of how the law works and
inspire, nurture and develop them as learners. The skills and knowledge
developed during this course provides excellent life skills as well as provide
valuable analytical skills which can be applied to any degree course.

Entry Requirements
5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above.
Students must have achieved
grade 5 or above in Maths and
English.
Hear ﬁrst hand from Accord
Sixth students on why they
chose their courses.
https://youtu.be/v7kZqLVXPU4

FACULTY OF

A LEVEL

SPORT

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Course Content

Assessment

A-level Physical Education qualiﬁcations allow students to play to their
strengths and gain dynamic theoretical and practical skills for further
education or work. We aim to develop and create motivated learners who
embrace challenge through delivering the following course content:

Year 12
Paper 1: Written paper (35% of
A2) 2 hours. 105 marks

Anatomy
Skeletal, muscular, cardiovascular, respiratory systems and Muscle ﬁbre
types.
Biomechanics
Newtons laws of motion and Movement analysis.
Skill acquisition
Classiﬁcation of skills, Transfer/feedback, Motor programmes, Theories of
learning, Memory models, Types of guidance and Types of practice.
Socio-cultural
Sport in society, Historical development of sport, Case studies of cricket,
athletics football and tennis, Pre and post-industrial development of Sport
in Britain and Public schools .

Why Study Physical Education?
If you love sport and want to develop your skills and knowledge in order to
pursue a career in the sports and leisure industry, then this course is for
you. Sports scientists are involved in all aspects of sports performance
from grass roots to elite level. Students may also go on to complete
furthers studies in medical ﬁelds such as physiotherapy. The course also
prepares students for Physical Education teaching at a primary and
secondary level. It combines up to date knowledge of the sport and leisure
industry with the right balance of practical learning and assessments.

Multiple choice, short answer and
extended writing (35 marks per
section). Section A: Applied
anatomy and physiology, Section
B: Skill acquisition, Section C:
Sport and society
Year 13
Paper 2: Written paper (35% of
A2) 2 hours. 105 marks
Written/practical coursework
(30% course work) Internal
assessment, external moderation

Entry Requirements
At least a Grade 5 in GCSE
Physical Education Or BTEC
Sport/Cambridge Nationals
Sports Science plus competence
in a speciﬁc sport. At least Grade
5 in English Language or English
Literature. At least Grade 5 in
Biology or Additional Science

Facilities
Our students beneﬁt from fantastic indoor and outdoor facilities including
3G pitches, AstroTurf pitch, all-weather hardcourt areas, grass pitches,
swimming pool, indoor sports hall, dance studio, swimming pool and a
state of the art ﬁtness suite.
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BTEC COURSES

BTEC

HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE (1 A LEVEL EQUIVALENT)

Course Content

Assessment

BTEC Extended Certiﬁcate in Health and Social Care is a popular choice at
KS5 for students wishing to gain a more practical hand’s on approach to
learning which will gain students the equivalent of 1 A Level. For more
speciﬁc content please see the Assessment section below.

The course comprises of 4
units that students must
undertake with a variety of
external and internally assessed
units. There are three core
units that need to be
undertaken – two of which are
external exams Human
Lifespan Development and
Working in Health and Social
Care and the other two are
internally moderated units,
Helping Individuals and Support
Needs and one other which will
come from a small list of
options, this is subject to
change due to staﬃng
strengths. Students will work
consistently throughout the
two years on these units which
will accumulate to their ﬁnal
grade.

Why Study Health & Social Care?
A BTEC in Health and Social Care is the ideal choice for anyone wishing to
pursue a career in a health or social care setting. This course will provide
students with a national vocationally speciﬁc qualiﬁcation recognised by both
employers and universities. Many of our former students have gone onto
undertake degrees in nursing, teaching, social care, probation, psychology and
criminology to name but a few, whilst some have moved into jobs as the
course will prepare them for any future career in Health and Social Care or
any related career that involves working with people. It contributes towards
part of your programme of study, allowing for other A levels or vocational
courses to be studied at the same time.
The course aims to provide an enriched learning experience that develops
skills and qualiﬁcations for employment. In addition to this, students will have
an opportunity to participate in the NHS Befriend volunteer scheme at
Pinderﬁelds Hospital. As this is a professional role, students will undertake a
period of training and gain the following Level 2 qualiﬁcations;
communication, safeguarding, dementia awareness as well the practical skills
of safe wheelchair use. To support students in their studies the following
enrichment activities have been planned; Gravity trampoline park, Nuﬃeld
health and ﬁtness centre, care home visit, Temple Moor centre for interactive
learning, the museum of mental health at Fieldhead Hospital. We also
encourage students to participate in charitable events, which have included
Race for Life.
Hear ﬁrst hand from Accord Sixth students on why they chose their
courses. https://youtu.be/tpXQiqgnbT0

Entry Requirements
5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above.
Students must have achieved
grade 5 or above in Maths and
a 5 in English.

BTEC

BTEC

COURSES

HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE (3 A LEVEL EQUIVALENT)

Course Content

Assessment

BTEC Extended Health and Social Care is a popular choice at KS5
for students wishing to gain a more practical hands on approach to
learning which will gain students the equivalent of three A Levels.
For more speciﬁc content please see the Assessment section below.

The course comprises of 13 units that
students must undertake with a variety of
external and internally assessed units.
Core units range from Working in Health
and Social Care, Anatomy and Physiology
to understanding mental health and
well-being. The units aim to provide
students with a rounded overview of
what working in the health and social
care sector would look like. Three units
are assessed through an external exam
that students will sit at either the end of
Year 1 or Year 2 as well as a controlled
assessment that is sent oﬀ to be
externally marked. Alongside this are
internally assessed units that are teacher
led and marked. Students will work
consistently throughout the year on these
units which will accumulate to their ﬁnal
grade to achieve qualiﬁcations ranging
from PPP to D*D*D* which is equivalent
to 3 A-Levels. Work experience is
compulsory; this will be 100 hours based
over 3 placements in year 12. These
placements will cover both health and
social care to help students gain and
apply their work based skills,
communication, and teamwork and time
management as well as develop personal
and professional attributes which will
enhance their employability.

Why Study Health & Social Care?
A BTEC in Health and Social Care is the ideal choice for anyone
wishing to pursue a career in a health or social care setting. This
course will provide students with a national vocationally speciﬁc
qualiﬁcation recognised by both employers and universities. Many of
our former students have gone onto undertake degrees in nursing,
teaching, social care, probation, psychology and criminology to name
but a few, whilst some have moved into jobs as the course will
prepare them for any future career in Health and Social Care or any
related career that involves working with people.
The course aims to provide an enriched learning experience that
develops skills and qualiﬁcations for employment. In addition to this,
students will have an opportunity to participate in the NHS Befriend
volunteer scheme at Pinderﬁelds Hospital. As this is a professional
role, students will undertake a period of training and gain the
following Level 2 qualiﬁcations; communication, safeguarding,
dementia awareness as well the practical skills of safe wheelchair
use. To support students in their studies the following enrichment
activities have been planned; Gravity trampoline park, Nuﬃeld
health and ﬁtness centre, care home visit, Temple Moor centre for
interactive learning, the museum of mental health at Fieldhead
Hospital. We also encourage students to participate in charitable
events, which have included Race for Life.
Hear ﬁrst hand from Accord Sixth students on why they chose their
courses. https://youtu.be/tpXQiqgnbT0

Entry Requirements
5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above. Students
must have achieved grade 5 or above in
Maths and a 5 in English.
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BTEC

SPORT (1 A LEVEL EQUIVALENT)

Course Content
The BTEC Extended Certiﬁcate is a vocational course which combines
theory and practical methods of learning in a range of diﬀerent units,
including Anatomy and Physiology, Fitness Training and Programming for
Health, Sport and Well-being, Professional Development in the Sports
Industry followed by optional units from Sports Leadership, Fitness Testing,
Sports Psychology, and Sports Performance. The BTEC Extended
Certiﬁcate is a vocational course which combines theory and practical
methods of learning in a range of diﬀerent units, including Anatomy and
Physiology, Fitness Training and Programming for Health, Sport and
Well-being, Professional Development in the Sports Industry followed by
optional units from Sports Leadership, Fitness Testing, Sports Psychology,
and Sports Performance.

Why Study Sport?
If you love sport and want to develop your skills and knowledge for the
possibility of pursuing a career in the sports and leisure industry, then this
course is for you. It contributes towards part of your programme of study,
allowing for other A levels or vocational courses to be studied at the same
time. The course combines up to date knowledge with the right balance of
practical learning and assessments delivered ﬂexibly to develop skills
needed for a sporting career or further education.
The course aims to provide an enriched learning experience that develops
skills and qualiﬁcations for employment. Learners can complete optional
courses including Duke of Edinburgh, umpiring awards, lifeguard
qualiﬁcations, residentials, sport therapy courses, career workshops and
other trips/visits that link to the course content.

Assessment
4 units are assessed: one of
which is an external exam, one is
a set research task on ﬁtness
training programmes and the
other units are continually
assessed through practical and
written assignment work to
achieve qualiﬁcations ranging
from P to D* which is equivalent
to 1 A-Level.

Entry Requirements
5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above.
Students must have achieved
grade 5 or above in Maths and a
5 in English.

BTEC COURSES

BTEC

SPORT (3 A LEVEL EQUIVALENT)

Course Content

Assessment

The BTEC Extended Diploma is a vocational course which combines theory
and practical methods of learning in an exciting range of diﬀerent units,
including Anatomy and Physiology, Fitness Training and Programming for
Health, Sport and Well-being, Professional Development in the Sports
Industry, Sports Leadership, Fitness Testing, Sports Psychology, Provision
of Sport and Physical Activity followed by optional units from Sports
Performance, Coaching for Performance, Event organisation, Sport Injury
Management, Work Experience, Oﬃciating Sports, Physical Education for
Young People.

15 units are assessed: one of
which is an external exam, two
are set research tasks covering
ﬁtness training programmes and
current development and
provision in sport. The other units
are continually assessed through
practical and written assignment
work to achieve qualiﬁcations
ranging from PPP to D*D*D*
which is equivalent to 3 A-Levels.

Why Study Sport?
If you love sport and want to develop your skills and knowledge in order to
pursue a career in the sports and leisure industry, then this course is for
you. It combines up to date knowledge of the sport and leisure industry
with the right balance of practical learning and assessments delivered
ﬂexibly to develop skills needed for a sporting career or further education.
We aim to equip every learner with the fundamental skills for a career in
sport.

Entry Requirements
5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above.
Students must have achieved
grade 5 or above in Maths and
a 5 in English.

The course aims to provide an enriched learning experience that develops
skills and qualiﬁcations for employment. Learners will complete: a work
placement in a sporting organisation; Outdoor Adventurous Activity trips;
career support workshops; organising and delivering sporting events to
primary schools: and optional courses including Duke of Edinburgh,
umpiring awards, residentials, sport therapy courses, lifeguard qualiﬁcation
and other trips/visits that link to the course content.
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CTEC

BUSINESS (1 A LEVEL EQUIVALENT)

Course Content

Assessment

The course is divided into diﬀerent modules, half of which
are assessed via coursework and half via external
examination. One module looks at how businesses
operate, including: types of businesses and objectives,
functional areas, organisational structures and use of
ﬁnancial information. Other modules cover communication
in business and dealing with customers. We also examine
how to work eﬀectively within a business environment,
including arranging meetings, working with business
documents, making payments, prioritising business
activities and communicating with stakeholders. Students
will apply their knowledge to a range of business types
from small start-ups to well-known multinationals.

There are ﬁve units throughout the two years, of
which two are externally examined and three are
internally marked coursework assignments that
are moderated externally.

Why Study Business?
CTEC Business is designed to enhance the enjoyment,
understanding and appreciation of business and its role in
daily life. The assignments allow you to apply knowledge
to real businesses. The course also allows students to
develop a business concept from the initial planning and
research stage to producing documentation to support set
up.

CTEC

Year 1
A1 Unit 1 The Business Environment
(examination)
A1 Unit 4 Customers and Communication
Year 2
A2 Unit 2 Working in Business (examination)
A2 Optional Unit 1 and Optional Unit 2
Individual units are graded Pass, Merit and
Distinction. The overall qualiﬁcation is graded
Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction*.

Entry Requirements
5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above. Students must have
achieved grade 5 or above in Maths and a 5 in
English.

IT (1 A LEVEL EQUIVALENT)

Course Content

Assessment

This qualiﬁcation aims to develop a
student’s knowledge, understanding
and skills of the principles of IT and
Global Information Systems. You will
gain an insight into the IT sector as
you investigate the pace of
technological change, IT
infrastructure, the ﬂow of information
on a global scale, and the importance
of legal and security considerations.

The qualiﬁcation comprises two external examinations.

Why Study IT?
There is barely an industry or
profession which doesn’t require an
element of competency in ICT. These
units have been designed in
collaboration with experts spanning
the breadth of the sector including
Cisco, Naace, IBM, BT and Barclays,
the Level 3 Cambridge Technical in IT
focuses on the requirements that
today’s universities and employers
demand.

Unit 1

Fundamentals of IT (1 hour 30 minutes external written exam – (80 marks)
Section A comprises multiple choice questions
Section B comprises short answer and extended response questions

Unit 2

Global information (1 hour 30 minutes external written exam – (80 marks)
Section A comprises short answer and extended response questions based on a
pre-released case study. A new case study is released for each examination
series and will include research prompts which learners will need to respond to
prior to the external assessment.
Section B comprises short answer and extended response questions. These
questions will not relate to the pre-released case study.
There are three optional 60 GLH units, which are internally assessed by the
teaching staﬀ and then externally moderated by an OCR Visiting Moderator. All
individual units are graded as Pass, Merit or Distinction.

Entry Requirements
Achieve 5 or more standard GCSE passes or higher (grade 4 or higher).
If a student is applying for a course in a subject that they have studied at GCSE
it is expected that they would have achieved at least a standard pass (grade 4)
in that subject.

BTEC

BTEC

COURSES

APPLIED LAW (1 A LEVEL EQUIVALENT)

Course Content

Assessment

The course is comprised of 4 units. Students will cover 3 mandatory units
of work that are Dispute Solving in Civil Law, Investigating Aspects of
Criminal Law and the Legal System and Applying the Law. The option unit
that students will cover is Aspects of Tort. 2 of the mandatory units are
externally assessed and 2 are internally assessed.

Assessment is via tasks and
controlled assessment that are set
externally and internally and are
graded pass, merit or distinction.

Across the units of work, students will cover how civil disputes are settled
and enforced, the principle of precedent, negligence, the law making
process, criminal oﬀences and trials, defences and police powers.

Why Study Applied Law?
The course aims to provide students with a coherent introduction to the
study of the legal sector. While the course is well suited to students who
would like to go into a career in the legal sector, the skills learnt across the
course would be suited to many other courses and career areas. The
qualiﬁcation is equivalent to 1 A level.

Entry Requirements
5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above.
Students must have achieved
grade 5 or above in Maths and a 5
in English.
Hear ﬁrst hand from Accord Sixth
students on why they chose their
courses.
https://youtu.be/ZUo7iTJ6ynI

CRIMINOLOGY (1 A LEVEL EQUIVALENT)
Course Content

Assessment

Do you want to know about crime? Criminology covers all aspects of
crime, from what types of crime there are to the range of punishments
people receive for committing crime. This Level 3 Applied Diploma in
Criminology contains elements of Psychology, Law and Sociology, which
complement the study of Humanities or Social Science subjects. During
the course, you will investigate:
• How crime is portrayed in the media and how this aﬀects people’s
view of crime
• Diﬀerent theories and explanations about why people commit
crime
• How crime is investigated and criminals are prosecuted
• How laws are made
• How punishment works and ways to control crime.

Assessment is via internal and
external assessment and are
graded A*-E.

Why Study Criminology?
Criminology is an increasingly popular subject for students who are
interested in a career in criminal justice, or studying criminology at
university. The subject explores why people commit crime, drawing on
explanations from psychology and sociology, along with how society
tackles crime through the law, policing and punishment. Students learn
about diﬀerent types of crime, how people’s perceptions of crime are
shaped and how crimes are investigated.

The assessments are as follows:
Changing Awareness of Crime
(internal assessment), Criminological
Theories (external assessment),
Crime Scene to Courtroom
(internal assessment), Crime and
Punishment (external assessment).

Entry Requirements
5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above.
Students must have achieved
grade 5 or above in Maths and a 5
in English.
Hear ﬁrst hand from Accord Sixth
students on why they chose their
courses.
https://youtu.be/wBxNNBseyco
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EXTENDED
PROJECT
QUALIFICATION
Course Content
EPQ allows students to gain a further Level 3 qualiﬁcation that is worth UCAS points and helps develop a
number of skills that are useful for further study or employment. It is a qualiﬁcation that allows the student to
be totally independent and create a project on any topic area that they wish to research. Many students use the
opportunity to build on their knowledge of a particular area of personal interest or explore a subject they
haven’t been able to do through A levels.
Students develop and improve their own learning and performance as critical, reﬂective and independent
learners. They develop and apply decision-making and problem solving skills and extend their planning,
research, critical thinking, analysis, synthesis, evaluation and presentation skills.
A number of the skills that the project develops help students as they can transfer the skills they have
developed to other areas of study. A number of universities are now starting to include EPQ in their oﬀers and
for some students this can result in a lower oﬀer if they have taken an EPQ. Please note this does not apply to
all courses at all universities, especially courses such as Medicine and Dentistry.

Assessment
Students need to produce either an individual or group project that consists of a 5000 word report or an
artefact with a 2000 word report, a production log and a presentation. The project is marked internally (some
projects are requested by AQA for external moderation) and is graded A* - E.

Why Complete an EPQ?
Other than EPQ developing a number of key skills, being worth UCAS points and meaning possible lower
university oﬀers; it also enables students to explore an area they are interested in or passionate about that they
haven’t been able to access before.

Q+A BOARD
Once I’ve applied, is my application for the subjects I have chosen ﬁxed?
No. Once you have your results, and following a discussion with a member of the Post 16 team, you may
decide to choose a diﬀerent option. As long as it ﬁts in your timetable this can be arranged.
Once I start in September will there be any opportunity for me to change my mind about the subject I am
studying or the pathway that I have chosen to follow?
Yes. You will have the opportunity to change in the ﬁrst few weeks of the term. A number of students
every year realise their chosen course isn’t really for them and change. It’s important to us that you make
the right choice and you will be supported through this process. We encourage discussions with parents
before ﬁnal decisions are made.
How diﬀerent will Post 16 be to my GCSE studies?
Level 3 qualiﬁcations require a high level of independence. It will be expected that you put in around 30
hours of work outside the classroom to support your learning.
Will College life be very diﬀerent?
College life at Accord Sixth gives you an opportunity to become your own person. You will be self
motivated and responsible for your own destiny. Working towards personal goals and aspirations, you
will be expected to follow a bespoke programme of learning, independent of your peers, to maximise
your future potential.
Can I easily get to Ossett from other parts of Wakeﬁeld and the surrounding area?
There are excellent local public transport links and we are close to the motorway network.
How will I know whether to study A level or a vocational programme?
This will depend on your GCSE results, personal learning style and your future career aspirations.
How is BTEC diﬀerent from A levels?
BTEC subjects are taught in a more practical way and there is a mix of externally and internally assessed
work, including coursework which is in the form of assignments and other hands-on tasks.
Will my parents be kept informed about how well I am doing at College?
Yes. There will be two Parents' Consultation Evenings and three sets of printed reports will be sent home
through the year. Parents will also be kept up to date with information about your attendance at college.
All courses are subject to suﬃcient numbers of students applying to take the course.

G et i n touc h
If you have any further questions,
please feel free to contact us.

Phone: 01924 668932
Email: enquiries@accordsixth.co.uk
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HOW TO APPLY
Should you wish to apply to study at Accord Sixth Form College, we accept applications from both internal and
external students. You will be expected to attend an enrolment interview where you will conﬁrm your subject
choices and have the opportunity to discuss your application with a member of the Post 16 team. Interview
times and dates will be conﬁrmed once you have made an application to study with ourselves.
To apply please complete an online application form via:
www.wakeﬁeldprospectus.co.uk/provider/accord-sixth-form-college
Or alternatively please visit our website where a direct application can be made by clicking on the apply now
(direct applications) link and completing our online application form.
Should you have any questions or need any advice please contact us at the following email address
enquiries@accordsixth.co.uk. You can also seek the advice of your careers adviser within your school or
educational setting for support and guidance.
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Phone 01924 668932
Email enquiries@accordsixth.co.uk

Accord Sixth Form College
Storrs Hill Road
Ossett, Wakeﬁeld
West Yorkshire
WF5 0DG
www.accordsixth.co.uk

